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150 YEARS FICHTING FOR MORE HUMANITY IN WAR

25 October 1940, the first time in...

doctor’s visit | In the

autumn of 1940, ICRC

delegate Marcel Junod
in his capacity as a doctor was
sent to visit several hundred
wounded British soldiers in Bel-
gium. Healthy Belgian soldiers
and allies who were captured
were deported directly to Ger-
many, as prisoner-of-war camps

had not been built in the coun-
try.

Dr. M. Junod (centre) during his visit to Mechelen
hospital

Junod spent four days inspect-
ing the hospitals, most of which
were situated in Wallonia. Alt-
hough some of the hospitals
were makeshift, Junod’s overall
impression was a good one. The
wounded British soldiers were
treated well — often by their own
doctors who had stayed with
them after they had been cap-
tured. They were well fed and
their morale was excellent. Aid
was, however, required at the
military hospital in Mechelen
because the rations provided
there by the German authorities
were insufficient. After a brief
investigation, it became clear
that the (French) cook had been
keeping some of the rations for

himself!

ecret messages | In

Ghent, Belgian citizens

sent many aid parcels
to the wounded British soldiers
when they were first hospital-
ized, as a gesture of solidarity.
The German authorities discov-
ered a suspicious letter in one
of them, which they believed to
be part of a plot to help the Brit-
ish escape. “After that, the au-
thorities stopped everything,”
wrote Junod, who called for de-
liveries to restart promptly in

better conditions”.

Dr. M. Junod examining a patient’s X-ray at the
Bordet Institute in Brussels

During his visit to Belgium, Dr
Junod was shocked to find that
a significant number of the Brit-
ish were seriously wounded; so,
under the 1929 Geneva Conven-
tion, they should have been re-
patriated. He asked the occupy-
ing authorities to arrange for a
mixed medical commission
(made up of two neutral doctors
appointed by the ICRC and one
doctor appointed by the detain-
ing power) to visit the wounded
and to decide quickly who
should be repatriated.
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