IHL IN THE TIME OF COVID-19

Weakened by years of fighting, destruction, erosion of basic services and displacement, people living
amid armed conflict now face a particularly potent threat in the form of COVID-19. With many populations
relying on humanitarian aid for survival, let’s not forget that international humanitarian law (IHL) provides
crucial safeguards to people affected by armed conflict — even during pandemics.

PROVISION OF HEALTH CARE
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transport facilities must be protected from attack during conflict.

HAND HYGIENE IS IMPORTANT
TO PREVENT SPREAD OF WATER SUPPLY

INFECTION, SO IT’S CRITICAL Water networks, including sanitation and distribution installations, are protected

THAT WATER SUPPLY IS NOT from attack during conflict as both civilian objects and objects indispensable for

e the survival of the civilian population.
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PERSONS SPECIFICALLY AT RISK

It is essential to ensure that the elderly, people with disabilities, those with pre-
existing health conditions and weakened immune systems are not neglected.
Their age or physical condition might make it tough for them to adhere to
preventive health measures, thus putting them at a higher risk of infection.
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AND ATTENTION REQUIRED.
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outbreaks of COVID-19, given their frequently harsh living conditions.

CHILDREN AND EDUCATION

IHL contains rules that require parties to conflict to facilitate access to education.
However, many schools have been temporarily closed due to the pandemic.
While an important preventive measure, it puts additional strain on continuity

of education, especially in areas of armed conflict.

FOR MORE DETAILS ON HOW IHL PROTECTS DURING PANDEMICS, PLEASE VISIT: I ( ; R( ;
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/covid-19-how-ihl-provides-crucial-safequards-during-pandemics




