
This year marks eight decades since the Holocaust, a defining moment of human suffering and
moral failure. The memory of six million murdered Jews, and millions of others persecuted and
killed, remains a solemn imperative. It compels not only remembrance, but a reaffirmation of
collective responsibility. The 1949 Geneva Conventions were born to serve as a legal and moral
bulwark against such atrocities. Yet memory fades, and with it, vigilance. As civilians continue to
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suffer in today’s wars, the legacy of the Holocaust urges both commemoration and action: against
dehumanization, against silence, and in defence of the rules meant to protect life and human
dignity in conflict.

This audio recording captures a discussion recently held at ICRC headquarters in Geneva,
Switzerland, as part of an institutional event to mark the 80th anniversary of the Holocaust – a
moment of remembrance and reflection. Thirty years ago, the ICRC publicly acknowledged its
failure during the Holocaust: silence in the face of mass extermination. While not an exhaustive
account of the ICRC’s actions and inactions, the conversation confronts a number of difficult truths
to inform present and future action. It is not intended to offer comfort, but clarity. By revisiting
parts of this painful history, the ICRC reaffirms its commitment to transparency, accountability,
honoring victims, and the enduring relevance of international humanitarian law.
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