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Syria death toll: UN envoy estimates 400,000
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killed, accessed 10/4/2021
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No time to waste, as Yemen inches towards
famine: UN Children’s Fund, UN News:
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will find here some poems on
war and refugees, in addition to
an article on human values in
Mahmoud Darwish’s poetry.

The interview addresses

the challenges faced by
humanitarian work due to

the COVID-19 pandemic
Gilles Carbonnier, ICRC’s
vice-president, analyzes the
horizon of humanitarian work
and ICRC's experience during
this exceptional and difficult
times where world politics is
overwhelmed by the pandemic.

As usual, many articles are
dedicated to analyzing and
examining IHL issues and
problems. Readers will find an
article analyzing the legal and
humanitarian problems resulting
from using military drones,

and two articles dedicated

to reviewing the Updated
Commentary on the Third
Geneva Convention relating to
prisoners of war. The first article
sheds light on the significance
of the Commentary and its
legal importance; the second
demonstrates the stance of
prominent Islamic jurists on
prisoners of war, providing

links with rules of the Third
Convention.

This issue brings together articles
by contributors from different
Arab countries. One article
reviews a book by Injy Jarrouh,

a young Syrian writer, who tells
her harrowing experience of
displacement and seeking refuge.
She recalls her experience when
she was 16 expressing the untold
suffering of children in war.

We do hope readers will find
the content helpful. A bird’s eye
highlights on the role of IHL in
addressing this crisis may prove
beneficial.

«Al-Insani»
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+ A Slice of Bread Means a Lot: Violence in Ti19ray and a terrible humanitarian crisis in Ethiopia.

An armed confiict eruptingin November 2020 in Tigray resulted in hu?e human losses and a terrible humanitarian crisis in the region. This report describes the
repercussions of conflict in which thousands have lost their lives, while hundreds of thousands have been forced to the brink of famine and more than a million
people fleeing violence have been displaced.

File:

+ “Bitter Harvest: The Huge Humanitarian Cost of a Decade of Arab Wars,” Professor Amani Soliman, Alexandria University, Egypt.

The article demonstrates the timeline of the last decade dominated by armed conflicts which brought death to hundreds of thousands of people and
displacement and injury of other millions.

+ Syria: Ten Years of Conflict. A Gruesome Humanitarian Scene
Syrians have completed ten years of armed conflict that their country had never witnessed in its moden history - a horrifying conflict for civilians who
experienced constant fear and pain due to death, destruction and displacement. This report depicts the conflict and its devastating consequences.

+ “Game of Life,” Nahed Hashim, Translator, ICRC, Libya.
For childrfeg w%experienced war and were used o witnessing killing war has become a game. But how can you make these kids play a game of life instead of
a game of death?

+ “Conflict in Yemen: Eyes Never Tell Lies,” Basheer, the ICRC Spokesperson in Yemen

When the conflict had erupted in Yemen, the writer of this article thought that it would continue only for a few months. He was wrong; six years of conflict have
now passed. One cannot realize the fact that this is a war zone until one lived the experience himself. Death may chase you while you are crossing the street: a
stray bullet, intermittent clashes, or even a sudden shelling. This is the reality of conflict in Yemen.

* “A Country Where Walls Speak: Language is No Barrier to Understand Suffering in Yemen,” Celine Degen
¥ears following the conflict in Yemen, the humanitarian consequences caused one of the worst global crises. Yet, there is some beauty an eye would see in
‘emen.

* “I think | brought the war with me”: Poems on War and Asylum, selected and translated by Dai Rahmy.
Ghazy Akela, a Palestinian first aid officer. “We have never imagined Digging out, searching for whole families under the rubble.”
Interviewed by Hisham Mahana, ICRC Communication Officer, Gaza Delegation.

+ Ghazy Akela, a Palestinian Red Crescent first aid officer, described May escalation in Gaza as the worst of its kind since many years because of the
widespread bombing. He said that the untold psychological stress caused by his work in saving victims of violence has left a non-erasable trace in his memory.

+ “Between offering consolation and journalistic covering,” Samar Al Ouf's Camera is a witness on the destruction of Gaza
An article with ghotos and a testimony by the Palestinian journalist Samar Al Ouf. It tackles the challenges of covering the violence wave that hit Gaza Strip
during May 2021, causing large-scale destruction in infrastructure and human losses.

* “As you Fight Your Wars, Think of Other Humans: Human dimensions in Mahmoud Darwish’s Poetry,” Sayed Mahmoud, an Egyptian journalist.
There are hundreds of articles writien about the Palestinian poet Mahmoud Darwish (1941-2008f) and his poetical works. These articles presented him as the
poet defending the just cause of his country. Such a reading had spread to the extent that it confined his talent to the political realm, while the true poet is the one
who can really give his poefry a human dimension through which it transcends geagraphy to become always present n history.

+ “Ten Years of Walking in Place,” Nora Nagr, Egyptian Novelist
Nora Nagy traces the history of the 2011 Revolution in Egypt by walking in Tahrir square that witnessed it.

+ “The Legality Dilemma: Drones and Problems of Compliance with International Law,” Abu Bakr El-Deeb, an Egyptian Jud?e.

Information technology community has nt given the law and policy communities enough time to codify the rules necessary to confront the grave violations
committed when using new technolo%ies in war, including armed drones, under the pretext of countering terrorism. Hence, the so-called “War on Terrorism”
paved the way for killing a lot of peaple with these weapons.

* Gilles Carbonnier, “COVID-19 pandemic has not prevented us from carrying out 90% of our activities in the field,” interviewed by Zainab Ghosn

An excerpt from an interview we had with Gilles Carbonnier, ICRC Vice-President, discussing the current situation of humanitarian work in the Middle East and
the challenges faced br humanitarian organizations, such as the ICRC, in areas of protracted conflict and in the field of humanitarian work in general, with an
explanation of the challenges faced by the ICRC: Economic, health and social challenges during the Covid-19 pandemic and the achievements made during the
criss.

+ ANew Tool of Protection: “The Updated Commentary on the Third Geneva Convention on Prisoners of War is out”, Ahmed Zaki Othman.
The ICRC has recently released the CRC's Updated Commentaries on the Third Geneva Convention, providing an update and contemporary interpretation of
the main effective protection measures enshrined in the Third Convention.

Commentary on the Third Geneva Convention: “Treatment of Prisoners of War from an Islamic Perspective,” by Ahmed Daoud

While the universal ratification of the Geneva Conventions is a relatively recent phenomenon, war has always been subject to specific principles and customs.
Given that two-thirds of world armed conflicts today occur in contexts involving Muslim parties, and some bearers of arms cite Islamic law as a reference to jusfify
their behaviour, this article tackles some religious texts for an insight into the treatment of prisoners of war.

* Nurse Waheeda Ghalayini: We are not angels, but we are the voice of the voiceless. Interviewed by Lynn Hamasni

Within years, Waheeda Gl alagini has emerged as an activist n the field of public health and nursing education in conflict and disaster zones. She started as a

%oun volunteer during the Lebanese civil war, and her efforts were recognized when she received the Florence Nightingale Medal. This award acknowledged
er efforts in developing nursing in her home country, as well as her values of integrity and independence in medical work.

* “In Lebanon: War is over, but life has not yet begun,” Hanadi Salman, a Lebanese joumnalist.
Does telling your lfe story during the war after all these years make any sense? Is there any sense in talking about your life during a war fought in the seventies
after war and its methods have developed and destroyed entire countries? How do you talk about that war while trees are being kiled in Palestine?

* “Blue Birds: A story about the experience of war and asylum from a children's perspective.”

In February 2021, Jabal Amman Publishers, a Jordanian publishing house, published “Blue Birds: A Story of Freedom from the Grip of War” by the young Syrian
writer Enjy Jarrouj, who lived a harrowing experience of displacement and asylum. She wrote the book at the age of sixteen to express the suffering children face
because of war.

* From Around the world
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Editorial
A New Arab Decade o Suffering

rises that hit Syria,

Libya, Yemen, and other

countries left a heavy toll

on the wounded and the

dead and left us grief-
stricken. Terrible consequences
of these crises caused grief
and inflicted widespread
destruction turning whole cities
into ruins, uncontrollable internal
displacement, and refugee crises
worldwide.

We are shocked to find that
negligence to the basic tenets
of the International Humanitarian
Law (ILH) is at the root of these
conflicts. Disproportionate
military attacks are launched in
densely populated urban areas,
civilians and public property are
deliberately targeted, people
are detained unlawfully and are
deprived of contacting their
family members.

In this issue, Al Insani sheds light
on major humanitarian crises
and challenges facing the Arab
region today. In Syria, where

an inhumane conflict-afflicted
people, many Syrians grew into
adulthood knowing only images
of fighting and violence in their
homeland. In Yemen, millions

of people experience hunger
daily because of the devastating
conflict, economic collapse, and
health system disruption. The
Beirut blast, which destroyed
the port and surrounding
neighborhoods, left Lebanon with
wounds and psychological scars.
In Gaza, millions of people still
suffer the prolonged impact of
Israeli occupation.

This issue does not confine itself
to monitoring and reporting the
staggering facts and figures

of the field. We have not
succumbed to the harsh realities
in the Arab world. Rather, we
sought hope in poetry. Readers

sl ¢ 2021 qg.a/c-,\e)

Al-Insani ¢ Spring/Summer 2021



Obualast 8 (o 48Ls
JESI alladl oLiis Je GLLLALAST § 5 pAY) Elaall & gadiul
O9ak) Jand w8l .3 puundl yeliis Lgas calag salitl ol e
3 Al i gadl L AT g puadl (4o dsald g Al gho 13 g3 (LASY!
Otiabl SYT s i g 7 g I i il

Lol 331 e Al gull Zaalll cilidla oda SLLal &l giw JUS 9
Juol g3 (yal g 1987 sladl s . SRSV Cuadl) oo gl I
Al abuaill agisles s #1530 Ll Sasbut Janll
Qe o ST B3I ¢ e (0 BT 80 (Uil § Radis
3 gl AT JUI B gl b Jady (5 s £y ol SYT
e ol 03l #Y3a Al pull Wil lgass A 331 50
038 (o —puadlilly (gursunl — SLaill § i g s Jagho

) Basse Ol g Loyl

Lalas gauad . gadl us asads Jal (e ol L’.Si@ua.\
429 e Ao pny (§ Ll Liaans 3,008 & po Lgha g 68 yais
skl e 3 all Balatiual (o ol polks (843 Llias Jibo




