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the Geneva Conventions prohibit the
targeting of civilians, set specific red
lines barring the Killing of a fighter
who has surrendered, prohibit the
bombing of health-care facilities and
forbid torturing the wounded and
sick or depriving them of medical
treatment.

This issue traces the historical
development of the Conventions
and the nature of the international
legal and war systems that produced
these rules which have preserved
humanity amid the horrors of war. It
also highlights the most important
challenges facing the Conventions,
whether the challenge is internal —
confronting the dilemma of integrating
international humanitarian law at

the national level — or related to the
behaviour of warring parties in the
contemporary world. Other problems
include the increasing fragmentation
of armed groups, as well as attempts
to regulate modern means of fighting
and the types of weapons used or
expected to be used on battlefields,
such as autonomous weapons that
do not require human intervention

to determine the nature of the

target or the time of the attack. The
fundamental theme of the issue is
that, with the intense development
and complexity of armed conflicts
today, the basic legal principles
governing them still exist and are
able to alleviate human suffering in
wartime.

In this issue, we also celebrate

the 150th anniversary of the
International Review of the Red
Cross, one of the most important
publications covering humanitarian
action and armed conflicts. We

go to Yemen to learn about an
impressive example of Yemenis’
resilience in wartime: they produced
a movie that shows people’s ability
to adapt to the reality of bitter
conflict. We also travel to central
Africa to see the impact of one

of the world’s worst humanitarian
crises taking place in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo.

We have tried to make this

edition a clear and easy guide for
researchers, media professionals,
legal practitioners and general
readers of the Geneva Conventions
and international humanitarian law.
We hope you will find it interesting
and insightful.

«Al-Insani»
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70 years of the Geneva Conventions: War still has limits

Contents

* Trust in humanitarian action on the International Conference agenda

The 33" International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, held in December 2019 in Geneva,
Switzerland, provided a unique opportunity for governments to build an effective strategy to respond to
humanitarian crises around the globe. It was also an occasion to carefully consider issues at the forefront of
humanitarian action, i.e. mental health during war and the effects of climate change.

FILE: 70 years of Geneva Conventions

*» The Geneva Conventions: Brought to life to prevent human suffering

Ratified in 1949, the Geneva Conventions have been the backbone of international humanitarian law (IHL), and
have played a pivotal role in protecting people affected by armed conflicts all over the world. This article gives an
overview of the content of the Conventions and their historical development.

* Black magic, zombies and dragons: A tale of IHL in the 21t century

Having marked the 70™ anniversary of the Geneva Conventions in August 2019, Helen Durham, Director of Law
and Policy at the ICRC, explores some of the challenges — both ancient and modern, mystical and pragmatic —
facing IHL.

* Domestic implementation is a prerequisite for carrying out protection in IHL, By: Sherif Atlam, Egyptian
Chief Justice and prominent IHL expert

* “The Geneva Conventions are sufficient; what is important is the implementation.” Interview with
Georges Abi-Saab, Professor of International Law, By: Omar Mekky, Regional Legal Adviser, ICRC

* Who does the ‘virtual soldier’ shoot? By: Col. Ziad Rizkallah, IHL Directorate, Lebanese Army
Attempts to regulate the use of modern weapons started as early as the mid-nineteenth century, when people
were at the centre of military decisions, choosing targets and launching attacks. Now, with the emergence of
autonomous weapon systems, no human intervention is needed to determine the nature of the target and the
timing of the attack.

* The Geneva Conventions and autonomous weapons systems, By: Ishak Al-Ashash

Autonomous weapons systems pose one of the most serious challenges to the implementation of the Geneva
Conventions. These weapons independently perform critical functions, such as choosing and engaging targets.
Algerian researcher Ishak Al-Ashash argues for legal constraints on the use of such weapons.

* Emir Abdelkader Al-Jazairi’s contribution to the evolution of IHL, By: Meraimi Mohammed, Adviser,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Algeria

Many scholars and researchers from both East and West have persistently attributed the first attempts to codify
IHL to the Lieber Code, introduced in 1863 during the American Civil War, and to the 1864 Geneva Convention. As
explained by our contributor, Meraimi Mohammed, this argument contradicts with historical fact.

* The ethics of animal welfare, By: Mohamed EI-Mekhzengy

Egyptian novelist Mohamed El-Mekhzengy turns away from legal literature to reflect on the reality of war. The
physiatrist-turned-writer offers a fresh perspective on human behaviour in combat as opposed to animal behaviour,
and then shares the horrific outcomes with us.

* The International Review of the Red Cross celebrates its 150th anniversary and the 100,000 pages it

has published. Interview with Ellen Policinski, Managing Editor of the International Review, By: Elena Maria
Hernandez Martinez ,Cross Media Associate, ICRC.

* Amid war and destruction, a new Yemeni movie. By: Nashwan Al-Othmani, Yemeni journalist

* “Congo suffers from multiple conflicts, not only one.” Interview with Ingy Sedky, ICRC Communication
Adviser, By: Ahmed Zaki Osman, Al-Insani Managing Editor

* A day in the life of the ICRC: Omer Gomaa talks about his work in Syria. Interview By: Ammar Sabooh and
May Saad, Communication Officers, ICRC delegation in Syria.

* Unretouched: The paradox of islands
* Poetry: “The Train of the West’, By: Mohamed Mekki Ibrahim
* Book review

* From around the world

Editorial
Betting on Humanity

henever we think of the
violations caused by
wars and the terrible
suffering inflicted on
millions of people in
today’s world, we must remember
those who open a window
through which a thin ray of light
passes, giving us hope that we
may put an end to suffering. In
recent years, with the escalation
of armed confiicts in the Arab
world, resulting in the death and
injury of hundreds of thousands of
people and the displacement of
millions, amid a level of suffering
not previously experienced by the
region’s inhabitants, ICRC delegates
nonetheless managed to rescue
prisoners beset by hunger. In many
conflicts in the Arab region and
outside it, we have seen health-care
facilities operating on the front lines
without being targeted by warring
parties. There have also been
military commanders on the ground
who ordered an end to an armed
attack because it would cause
unnecessary suffering. These, and
other examples, are clearly products
of the implementation of the four
Geneva Conventions, the seventieth
anniversary of whose entry into
force we celebrated in late 2019.

Following the Second World War,
States came together, spurred

on by the idea of adopting new,
comprehensive rules to regulate
military operations, provide
protection for people who are not
or are no longer participating in
hostilities, and restrict the means
and methods of warfare. On 12
August 1949, the participants in the
Diplomatic Conference in Geneva
decided to adopt 429 articles —
the content of the four Geneva
Conventions — most of which

were formulated by ICRC lawyers.
Thus was born one of the greatest
achievements of legal cooperation
between countries.

In this issue of Al-Insani Magazine,
we devote more space to talking
about the Geneva Conventions

as the universal values of moral
behaviour in wartime. Light is shed
on the Conventions, which generally
establish realistic rules and achieve
a balance between military necessity
and humanitarian considerations.
Whatever the nature of confiict,
international or non-international,
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