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change and the outbreak of
new wars: obviously, conflict
arises from economic and
social factors as well.

One thing that we can be
certain of is that climate
change is only making life
more difficult for victims of
armed confilict. Sometimes

it forces people to flee

their homes and embark

on dangerous fjourneys in
search of better conditions.
Sometimes it undermines their
chances of survival altogether.
The theme of this issue of Al-
Insani is climate change and
its effects on the Arab world,
both in war-torn areas and

in countries where climate
change is likely to heighten
social tensions. The articles,
including one by Egyptian
writer Mohamed al-Makhzanyi,
shed light on the topic from
several different angles.
Other humanitarian issues
are addressed as well. There
are personal stories from
ICRC staff, including about
the dire situation in Yemen
and about Al Hol camp in
northern Syria, where women
and children suffer the stigma
of being associated with
foreign fighters. And the
ICRC'’s legal advisor on Islamic
law discusses guidance in
Islamic law on managing
mortal remains during armed
conflict, including those of
non-Muslims, in a way that
preserves dignity.

Al-Insani

«Al-Insani»
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Climate change & conflicts: An explosive mixture

Contents

* Maintaining neutrality in a dire humanitarian crisis: Lessons from Venezuela

Wartime suffering exacerbated by climate change

Because wars can seriously damage infrastructure and institutions, and undermine people’s livelihoods and social
networks, they make it difficult for people to cope with the challenges of climate change, especially if hostilities are
protracted.

Key facts about climate change

* Protecting the environment in times of armed conflict, By: Moussa Abdelhafid Kuneidi, Lecturer in [HL,
Misrata University, Libya

There are many legal principles and provisions and humanitarian norms in place to protect the natural environment
from the impact of hostilities. However, they are proving ineffective in the face of huge developments in methods of
warfare. More now needs to be done to prevent grave violations from occurring.

* Uprooted by climate change: The pain of having to find a new home, By: Mohammed al-Makhzanaji, Egyptian
writer

Palestinian farmers falling victim to climate and environmental change, By: Osama al-Makhlelati, agricultural
programme officer at the ICRC’s delegation in the occupied Palestinian territory

Climate change and ecosystem imbalance are posing a growing threat to agricultural wealth in Palestine. Rising
temperatures, more droughts and low rainfall in the occupied territories are endangering food production.

* Egypt’s race against time to curb the impact of climate change, By: Dalia Akkad, Egyptian environmental
journalist

Environmental experts warn that Egypt faces serious risks as a result of climate change. With rising sea levels,
the Mediterranean Sea threatens to engulf parts of the Egyptian Delta, the country’s main source of food. Damage
caused by high temperatures to crops and water resources is further cause for concern.

* Stories of trauma and hardship from Al Hol Camp, By: Sarah Alzawqari, ICRC spokesperson for the Middle
East

Sarah Alzawqari gives insight into her experience of providing assistance to displaced people living at Al Hol Camp
and shares the difficult stories of women, children and men whom she met there.

* Nurse in Gaza: ‘We had no choice but to lay patients on the ground,’ Sarah Collins, Ward Nurse, ICRC
Ahlam walks again, By: Suhair Zakkout, ICRC spokesperson in Gaza

* In Mosul: Zainab meets Zainab

“All warring parties in Yemen are violating the rules of war.” An interview with Mirella Hodeib By: Ahmed Zaki
Osman, Al-insani managing editor

Mirella Hodeib recently completed an assignment in Yemen as the official spokesperson for the ICRC. In this
interview, she outlines the key features of the humanitarian crisis there.

* Seventy years since the Geneva Conventions: Conflict changes and protection challenges, By: Ronald
Oftringer, head of the ICRC's delegation in Cairo

What has changed since the adoption of the Geneva Conventions seventy years ago? How do contemporary
conflicts differ from conflicts in the past and what implications does this have for adherence to or violation of
international humanitarian law?

* Forensic medicine and humanitarian action: Managing human remains from a sharia-based perspective,

By: Ahmed al-Dawoody, ICRC legal adviser for Islamic law

Islamic law has provisions to protect the dignity of the dead, whether Muslim or non-Muslim, which are congruent with
IHL. This article analyses the stance of sharia law on pressing issues in times of armed conflict and natural disasters,
such as mass burial, maiming, exhumation and autopsy.

* Liaising with Palestinian community leaders to support people affected by conflict
Interview with Yousef al-Yazji, ICRC prevention officer, about engaging with influential figures in the Gaza Strip

* A day in the life of ICRC: our colleagues Anwar Abassi talks about his work in Palestine
* Without retouch: Seeking refuge in a library, By: Zeinab Ghosn, Al-insani editor-in-chief

* Book review: The Roots of Restraint in War

* Poetry: Five odes to agony By: Nazik al-Malaika. an Iragi poet

* From around the world

Editorial

Wartime suffering exacerbated
by climate change

ow are war and

climate change

related? Is there a

link between global
warming and escalating
conflict in some parts of the
world? Until recently, these
questions were not on the
agenda of the International
Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC). The ICRC has, as
always, kept its focus on
protecting civilians in times of
war by striving to ensure that
the parties to conflict abide by
international humanitarian law
and, specifically, the Geneva
Conventions.
But in our work we have
begun to notice the effects of
climate change and wonder
how it might relate to the
eruption of wars. For example,
in the Sahel, we see that the
violence stems largely from
a growing scarcity of natural
resources. As climate change
dries up water sources and
shrinks the land available
for farming and grazing,
long-standing tensions
between farming and herding
communities are flaring up.
The connection between
climate change and war has
been studied by scientists
around the world for many
years, and several books have
been written on the topic.
So far, there is no conclusive
evidence of a causal
relationship between global
warming, the resulting climate
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