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because this region lies at the heart of the old world which was the cradle of civilizations over history, and it is now a fertile soil for conflicts
and wars.

+ Destruction of Cultural Property or Occupation of History

By: Dr. Hassan Jouni, International Law Professor, Faculty of Law, Lebanese University
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* Lebanon: Signing a Treaty is Not Enough By: Samar Al-Qadi, Communication Departement, ICRC Beirut
Three decades of internal and external wars, have placed Lebanon's cultural sites and diverse archaeological treasures at risk.

+ Soap Industry in Nablus: One-thousand Years Legacy is Threatened with Extinction

By: Mes'ada Seif and Rimmah El-Kilany, ICRC Nablus.
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Editorial
Wars Risk the Heritage of Humanity

n the 13th century BC, the

fleet of King Ramsis I,

Pharaoh of Egypt,

anchored off the shores of
Lebanon. To chronicle his arrival,
he carved, in the rocky banks of
the Lycus River (El-Kalb River),
the first of many stone tablets
that announced the successive
hegemony of several civilizations
over the region.

Following the Pharaohs, came
the Assyrians, Babylonians,
Greek, Romans, Arabs, French,
and British. They left behind, in
their turn, inscriptions recording
their arrival, and announcing the
beginning of their reign in the
region.

These civilizations left behind a
substantial historical heritage,
some of which is part of today's
international heritage such as
the pyramids of Egypt, the
archeological sites of Petra in
Jordan, Qartage in Tunisia, and
the kingdom of the Queen of
Sheba in Yemen, etc. These
historical and cultural properties,
which include several of the
Seven Wonders of the World,
have made the Middle East and
North Africa one of the world's
richest regions, and turned it
into a center of attention where
tourists come from all over the
world to be dazzled by its
magnificence.

Regrettably, while this region
enjoys such an intense history, it
suffers as well of being one of
the hottest spots in the world,
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where civilian populations are
exposed to hard experiences
due to conflicts, displacements,
and loss of relatives.

Although International
Humanitarian Law and its
conventions' main priority s
protecting victims of armed
conflicts and sparing them the
painful effects of wars, they also
aim to protect the properties of
these victims, including their
cultural heritage and history,
which constitute a part of their
identity.

Hence, this issue of Al Insani
magazine highlights the
importance of the protection of
cultural heritage of the Middle
East and North Africa. It includes
a number of articles by, and
interviews with, legal experts,
archeologists, and officials who
bring up the challenges faced in
the region in this regard. The
issue also reviews some
historical and cultural sites and
their connection to the history of
humanity, and the damage
inflicted upon them as a result of
a conflict.

This issue, in addition, contains
a variety of other topics such as
the report issued by the
International Committee of the
Red Cross one year after the
War on Gaza. It also sheds the
light on some humanitarian
experiences in some countries
of the region.
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