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https://dl.acm.org/citation.cfm?doid=3018661.3018672
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1002/ab.21737
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http://www.unhcr.org/ar/news/
latest/2016/9/57dbeb5d4.html#
***Althoff, T., Jindal, P., & Leskovec,
J. (2017, February). Online actions with
offline impact: How online social networks
influence online and offline user behavior. In
Proceedings of the Tenth ACM International
Conference on Web Search and Data Mining
(pp. 537-546). ACM.
*%%*Soral, W., Bilewicz, M., & Winiewski,
M. (2018). Exposure to hate speech
increases prejudice through desensitization.
Aggressive behavior, 44(2), 136-146.
*%%%*Silverman, C. (2018). Can positive
messaging on social media promote
peacebuilding in Myanmar?.
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this war, journalism coverage had
also reached unprecedented levels.
Partly similar to the Great War, wars
recently fought in the Arab region
witnessed the emergence of several
Arab war correspondents who
provided high-quality coverages,
characterized by depth and
impressive grasp: They master
Arabic, using it with admirable
preciseness without sacrificing clarity,
and harnessing various linguistic
techniques to describe harsh realities
in vivid language. They try to depict
realities unfamiliar to most people
living in this part of the world: Seeing
tens of thousands of dead people;
millions of people displaced; Arab
metropolises, with all their unique
architectures and landscapes,
virtually ravished by brutal systematic
and unsystematic violence. Some

of these correspondents preserved
complete impartiality and maintained
a professional and reasonable
distance from all parties to the
conflict — though, understandably,
some readers would intensely argue
against the concept of “media

being impatrtial”. Others were rather
partial to one party or another.
However, there was an unmistakable
phenomenon: We encountered
Arab voices that elaborately and
vividly gave account of these

wars. We followed journalists and
correspondents, of both genders,
who strived for providing largely
comprehensive and balanced
coverage of various contexts torn by
wars in our region.

In the present issue, we listen to
Jjournalists who give accounts of
wars they witnessed, telling us about
professionality and objectivity tests
they had to go through in the time

of war. Those correspondents have
become experts in war coverage,
developing a style of their own,
characterized by its humanitarian
nature that emphasizes that victims of
war are not just statistics.

Taking the initiative in 2011, we
discussed the protection of journalists
in armed confiicts, in issue no. 52,
entitled “Media Professionals ..
Witnesses to War”. In 2015, with
more details we addressed the
challenges of media roles, in issue no.
58 entitles “Social Media .. Extensions
to Our Selves.” The present issue, the
third in this sequence, is addressing
the topic of “media and armed
conflicts”.

«Al-Insani»
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Editorial
War in the Eyes of Arab Journalists

I Insani magazine 20th

anniversary is perhaps the

best occasion to approach

a topic that has always

been a centerpiece in all
previous issues of Al Insani — namely
covering wars and allowing space for
civilians to express their sufferings.
Indeed, both topics are intermingled
in the present issue of the magazine:
celebrating 20 years of Al Insani
and giving an account of the media
coverage of the recent wave of
conflicts that swept over the Arab
region.

Commencing its mission, Al Insani
started with limited potentials but
obvious uniqueness. It was launched
as a publication dedicated to the
dissemination of International
Humanitarian Law (IHL) and giving
voice to groups and communities
challenging the realities of war: Men
and women affected by confiicts,
whether they are displaced persons,
refugees, humanitarian workers,
medical care personnel or journalists
trying to depict the atrocities and
scourges of war. In the previous
issues of the magazine, field coverage
always came hand in hand with our
endeavors to present IHL to a wider
readership. Unabatedly and tirelessly,
each Insani issue iterated that "wars
have rules”, such as prohibition of
targeting non-combatants and civilian
objects, by which all parties to confiict
must abide.

During the past twenty years, 64
issues of Al Insani came to light,
bearing witness to all kinds of armed
confiicts that scourged the Arab
region and the whole world. Recent
issues covered the wave of wars
that swept through the region since
2011 in which we witnessed millions
of people flee their homes, live in
displacement or in refugee camps,
leaving their beloved cities staggering
under the consequences of harsh
military attacks.

However, as we learned from the
Great War (1914 — 1918) that was
fought a hundred years ago, war
has many faces to show other than
suffering and destruction. During the
Great War, military acts did not only
result in developments in technology,
transportation and medicine, but
they also led to the emergence of
calls for peace and solidarity with
civilians suffering from wars. During
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